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NOTE: This PowerPoint presentation has speaker notes 

attached, but you will not be able to view them in this PDF 

format.

If you would like to read the speaker notes, feel free to make a 

request by emailing info@prochoicemd.org. 
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What are Crisis Pregnancy Centers?

● type of organization established to 

dissuade people from having an abortion

● often masked behind the word “clinic” to 

give the impression that they are 

authorized to provide legitimate medical 

services and advice

● provides free services as a way to get 

people in the door

○ pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, and 

baby supplies
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Advertising Tactics



Billboards
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Free Pregnancy Tests
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Location of CPCs
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Emotional Manipulation 
Tactics



Emotional Manipulation Tactics

● calling a pregnant person “mommy”

● referring to the fetus as “the baby”

● praying for the baby

● writing “Hi Mommy” on the ultrasound

● using baby doll to mimic fetus
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CPCs disguised as Medical Clinics

● CPCs are not licensed medical clinics, yet most CPCs 

attempt to provide presence of a medical 

professional

● CPCs cannot legally be held to the privacy provisions 

of HIPAA

● on Yelp, many CPCs in Maryland are categorized 

under “Health and Medical”

10



Post Abortion Stress Syndrome (PASS)

screenshot from the Women’s Health Resource website
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Free Pregnancy Tests 
and Ultrasounds



Falsifying Information about a Pregnancy

● CPCs manipulate clients into 

thinking that they are 

○ further along than they are 

or 

○ have plenty of time to 

make a decision
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Free and Fake Ultrasounds

● CPCs do not need a license to 

provide ultrasound services

● ultrasound machines are 

available for purchase by anyone

● CPCs provide inaccurate 

ultrasound information as a 

manipulation tactic
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Religious Affiliation



Anti-Choice Umbrella Organizations
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Upholding Christian Values

● “Do you consider yourself a Christian?”

● “As a Christian, what is the basis of your 

salvation?”

● “Are you now living a lifestyle of sexual 

integrity, abstinent if single or faithful 

within marriage?”

● “Have you ever had an abortion?”
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Access to State Funding

● state funding is available 

to some CPCs for their 

religious affiliation and 

nonprofit organization 

status

● CPCs in Maryland do not 

receive state funding
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CPCs in Maryland



CPCs in Maryland

● 46 crisis pregnancy centers

● 72% provide ultrasounds

● 13 use Earn While You Learn

● 9 affiliated with Care Net or Birthright
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Interested in Learning More?

If you’re interested in learning more about crisis pregnancy centers, we 

have had previous interns visit crisis pregnancy centers and abortion 

clinics in Maryland to share their experiences. For a more in-depth look at 

the type of deceptive practices of CPCs, check out the NARAL Pro-Choice 

Maryland Fund’s 2018 Investigative Report.
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https://prochoicemd.medium.com/manipulation-lies-and-crisis-pregnancy-centers-f9a95e25113b
https://prochoicemd.medium.com/i-visited-an-abortion-clinic-for-the-first-time-heres-what-i-noticed-ae60f32e3ded
https://prochoicemd.org/issues/crisis-pregnancy-centers-2/
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Want to take action against the 
deceptive practices of CPCs?

Leave a Yelp Review!



Thank you!
shay@prochoicemd.org

mailto:shay@prochoicemd.org
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