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Maryland's Current Abortion
Landscape:

21 abortion care providers in the state
No Targeted Regulations for Abortion
Provider (TRAP) laws
State Medicaid coverage for medically
necessary abortions
Later abortion care access in Bethesda
Nurse practitioners, nurse midwives, and
physician asssistants are authorized to
provide medication abortion 
A 2:1 pro-choice majority in the Maryland
General Assembly



MD Freedom of Choice Act

In 1992 Maryland codified Roe
v. Wade by ballot referendum.
This means that if the Supreme
Court overturns Roe, the rights

to provide and recieve
abortion care would remain

legal in Maryland. 



MD Freedom of Choice Act

This law mandates that the State
may not interfere with the decision
to have an abortion before the

fetus is viable, or if the termination
is necessary to preserve the life or
health of the pregnant person, or if
the fetus is affected by a genetic

defect or other serious
abnormality.



MD Medicaid & Abortion 
Maryland is one of 16 states that
uses their own Medicaid funds to
cover abortion care for "medically
necessary" cases, which helps
expand access for those with a

lower income. 
Our new MAP'D tool on our website specifically

highlights abortion clinics that accept
Medicaid to ease your search!

See more at www.prochoicemd.org/mapd



Minors' Rights in Maryland
In the state codification of Roe v.
Wade, the state mandated that at least
one parent or guardian be notified
before abortion care is provided to a
minor. 
However, Maryland allows physician
bypass of this law, meaning physicians
are able to use their best judgement to
forgo parental notification if it is in the
best interest of the minor or informing
the parent would lead to harm.  



Abortion Restrictions in Maryland
Only a phsycian may perform surgical
abortions. 
Abortion care may be prohibited after
viability unless the woman's life or health
is in danger, or the fetus is affected by a
genetic defect or other abnormality. 
Maryland has refusal clauses which
allow individuals or entities (like
hospitals) to refuse to provide abortions,
sterilizations, artificial insemination, or
contraceptive coverage



71% of counties in Maryland do not
have a known abortion clinic 

54% of counties do not have a
known abortion provider 

Abortion Access in Maryland

1 in 3 women do not have an
abortion clinic in their county

1 in 6 women do not have an
abortion provider in their county

Access
85.7%

No Access
14.3%



Distribution of abortion providers in
Maryland

This map shows the distribution of abortion
clinics in the state and highlights the lack of
service availability on the Eastern Shore, and

Western and Southern Maryland.



Advancements Needed
(1) Increase youth rights and access through
the support of comprehensive sex-ed and
school-based clinics, in addition to
increased support for pregnant and
parenting youth.  
(2) Continue advocating for policies which
increase access to care while maintaining
pressure to defeat anti-choice bills.
(3) Retain focus and attention on rights
related to marginalized populations like
inmates, undocumented individuals, and
pregnant and parenting workers. 


