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Roe v. Wade
in 1973, the Supreme Court established
the constitutional right to an abortion in
the US based on an implied right to
personal privacy.  
This ruling also held that a fetus is not a
person but is a "potential life," and does
not have constitutional rights. 
The court also created the "trimester-
based framework" for regulation. 

MAJOR SUPREME
COURT CASES



Planned Parenthood v. Casey
This case upheld Roe but declared that
state abortion regulations are
unconstitutional if they impose an
"undue burden" on patients seeking
abortion. 
This language allowed for anti-choice
policy makers to continue to stretch the
definition of this term to further restrict
access to abortion care at a state level. 

MAJOR SUPREME
COURT CASES



MAJOR SUPREME
COURT CASES

Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt
Here the court found that requiring
abortion clinics to abide by Targeted
Regulation of Abortion Provider laws
(TRAP laws) imposed an undue burden
without any benefit, making them
unconstitutional. 
This statute was upheld in the 2020 ruling
on. June Medical v. Russo case, in a 5-4
ruling.



ABORTION
STATISTICS

Abortion rates are their lowest since
Roe v. Wade and have fallen 7% since
2014
In 2016, 65% of abortions occurred at
or before 8 weeks and 88% occurred
in the first 12 weeks
Just under 1 in 5 pregnancies end in
abortion
58% of women live in states that are
hostile to abortion



WHO HAS
ABORTIONS?

1 in 4 pregnant people will have an
abortion by age 45
Of all abortion patients in the US:

75% were poor or low income
62% were religiously affiliated
59% already had a child
60% were in their 20s
39% were white, 28% were Black, and
25% were Hispanic
51% of patients had been using a
contraceptive method



PROVIDERS
& SERVICES

Between 2014 and 2017 there was a 2%
increase in the number of clinics providing
abortion services but there was a decrease
in the Midwest by 6% and by 9% in the South
In clinics that offered abortion:

72% offered abortion until 12 weeks
25% went up to 20 weeks
10% went up to 24 weeks

60% of abortions are provided by
independent clinics and 35% are provided
by Planned Parenthood



SAFETY OF
ABORTION

Legal abortion is 14x safer than pregnancy
and childbirth. 

Additionally, risks of morbidity and
mortality are increased for those who
carry an unwanted pregnancy to term

A committee of the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine has
confirmed abortion is safe and effective
Reviews conducted by US and UK panels
have concluded that abortion is not a risk
factor for breast or other cancers



INSURANCE &
PAYMENT

The average cost of a medication abortion in
2014 was $535. 
Of all abortion patients in the US:

35% had Medicaid coverage
31% had private insurance

53% of patients paid out of pocket for their care
The Hyde Amendement bars the use of federal
funds for abortion care, requiring states to utilize
their own funds to provide coverage, severely
limiting financial access for many. 

but this coverage does not ensure that services
will be paid for by insurance.



BARRIERS
TO ACCESS

In 2014, 35% of abortion patients traveled more
than 25 miles one way for care.

Greater distances for care are associated with
increased burden including higher out-of-
pocket costs for food, lodging, child care, lost
wages, increased difficulty getting care, delayed
care, and decreased utilization of services
Patients travelling more than 100 miles were
more likely to be above 16 weeks of gestation

Patients in states with waiting periods
requirements or parental notification laws
traveled farther than patients in states without
those restrictions


