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NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges the Budget and Taxation Committee to give a favorable report on
SB0181 – Education - Child Care Subsides – Mandatory Funding Level, sponsored by Senator Nancy King.
Affordable childcare is not just an issue of economic stability, it is also a reproductive freedom issue.
Increasing reimbursement rates aims to support needy families across Maryland.
Our organization is an advocate for reproductive health, rights, and justice. As part of our efforts to protect
and expand reproductive freedoms for all Marylanders, we strive to ensure that individuals have the
opportunities to decide, if when, and how many children to have. We honor pregnancy and parenthood in all
its complexity. In doing so, we support measures that encourage working mothers and fathers to receive
subsidized quality childcare so parents can better support their families, and children have more opportunities
to learn and grow.
This bill allows for an increase in the current Child Care Subsidy Program’s reimbursement rates to the 60th
percentile of the most recent market rate survey or a certain equivalent by 2021. Increasing this rate allows for
families to more readily support their children and cover the ever growing costs of childcare. According to the
2017 Maryland Child Care Provider Market Rate Survey (MRS), childcare costs from infants to age five can
range from $300 to nearly $2,000 per month.1
Receiving a subsidy to help pay for childcare may influence the type, frequency, quality and stability of
childcare arrangements used by a family.2 This can also increase the predictability of childcare arrangements,
which can be very valuable to a child’s functioning, as constant change is a detriment to a child’s behavioral
development. Parents who leave subsidy programs cite administrative issues like too many in-person
meetings or tedious paperwork. A parent’s employment may also be affected by instability in childcare
arrangements. For low income-women, lack of consistent childcare is one of the primary reasons they lose
their jobs,3 as it is often too expensive, unreliable, or low quality. Increasing access to quality care helps our
women and children economically because it keeps families working, thriving, and healthy. Choosing to have
children and raising them in a safe, reliable, enriching, and affordable environment should not result in
poverty for either parent or child.
Many Marylanders rely on childcare subsidies to help support their families. SB0181 will allow for continued
support and expand to meet the growing needs of families in the state of Maryland. For these reasons,
NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges a favorable report on SB0181. Thank you for your time and
consideration.
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