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Q5 Did you take a pregnancy test?
Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 16

Yes, it came
back positive

Yes, it came
back negative

Yes, but I was
not given th...

No

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, it came back positive

Yes, it came back negative

Yes, but I was not given the results

No

Other (please specify)

1 / 1

CPC On-Site Survey Results SurveyMonkey



Q6 How did they administer the pregnancy test? Did you process the
results yourself, or did someone else? Please explain. 

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# RESPONSES DATE

1 They asked for a urine sample to be placed into a box in the wall, and they processed the
pregnancy test without my involvement.

10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 I was given a sample cup and the staff directed me on how to proceed with the test, and we waited
for the results together.

10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 Left a pregnancy test out for me with a dropper to put my pee onto the test. I processed the results
myself and the director was present.

10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 I was given a cup for a sample, then the woman ran the test in the back while we waited. She
brought the test back in and showed me and had me realize the results myself.

10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 I went to go back to the bathroom and then left the cup there and someone else processed the
results. I was told it takes "40 minutes" to process a pregnancy test.

8/22/2017 9:03 PM

6 They had me pee in the cup and bring it back out to where the (staffer) was 8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 I peed in a cup and then the woman came into the bathroom. I administered the test. I processed
the results myself -- she later signed a letter that said I'd have to go to an OB/GYN to formally
declare that I am pregnant

8/10/2017 10:29 AM

8 I was asked to go into the bathroom and pee in a cup. I then took the sample of urine back into the
small conference room and the woman had me use a dropper to administer the test myself.

8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 I was given a cup to urinate into. I brought it to their counseling office-- they had me drop 4 drops
of urine onto the test and then set a timer for the results.

7/26/2017 12:55 PM

10 Self administered in front of my counselor 7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 It was a self-administered test. They sent me into the upstairs bathroom to do it myself. 7/24/2017 9:37 PM

12 I went to the toilet and placed the pee in a cup, then placed that in a little door in the wall. I was
not present when they ran the test; I was sitting in the room where I had been receiving
counseling, while the counselor ran the test outside. The counselor then came back in to tell me
the results.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM

13 I was shown to a bathroom where the first counselor I met with explained I should pee in a cup,
use a dropper to put three drops in the center of the test, and then start a 5 minute timer, at which
point I could come out and get them. That part was done by me; they then instructed me to put the
pregnancy test into a cubby in the wall and shut the door, where it was processed by the other
nurse, presumably, who spoke to me second.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 They instructed me to urinate in a cup and bring it back to them. When I did, they showed me how
to use the dropper and told me how many drops of urine to use and then had me drop three drops
onto the test strip. They then took it back from me and held it as the results came up. I did not
touch the test again at any other point. They later threw it away.

7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 I peed in a cup, and she did the stick pregnancy test in front of me. She had me read to confirm the
results.

7/18/2017 4:45 PM

16 They took my urine in a cup and performed the test themselves, out of my sight. I never saw or
was offered to see my pregnancy test.

7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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Q7 Were you offered an ultrasound?
Answered: 16 Skipped: 0
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Q8 Were the ultrasounds performed by a licensed medical professional?
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Q9 Did this center offer free STD/STI testing?
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Q10 Was the STD/STI testing done on site?
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Q11 Did someone talk to you about your pregnancy options?
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Q12 What were you told about abortion (risks of abortion, the different
kinds, how it works, prenatal viability etc.)

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# DATE

1

RESPONSES

The staffer used the same book as many others have - the one that includes information like that 
abortion is unsafe, can cause death, is possibly linked to breast cancer, and is definitely linked to 
emotional consequences like grief, depression, PTSD, etc. Risks also included cervical damage 
(which could lead to less fertility in the future), sepsis, etc. She also mentioned that women who got 
abortions found it harder to connect with their partners and abortion had emotional/social 
consequences in relation to women's relationships with their existing or future children, aside from 
the evidence that abortion causes or is linked to infertility. We discussed only the abortion pill and 
surgical abortion, not late term abortion. The abortion pill section included warnings that abortion 
providers do not follow FDA recommendations about abortion pills, and also how the abortion pill 
lowers the body's immune response so it could lead to contracting something as a side effect. They 
described several ways to complete an abortion with a pill - the two step process that's actually 
used, and then another way that involves just misoprostol, as well as one other way that was 
unclear. Both the nurse and the counselor said that the abortion pill reversal was real - when asked 
about how it works, the counselor said it is an option after taking the first pill, and that they'd had 
'one successful case' to date, but to ask the nurse; the nurse then said that the abortion pill reversal 
is a shot of progesterone that counteracts the first pill.

10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 The nurse described abortion with details about the pill (how it was a two-step process and
essentially causes cramping and a miscarriage) and about d&cs (how the fetus is essentially
vacuumed out of the uterus). The nurse said there were some risks but didn't exaggerate or
emphasize any risks, and didn't overtly lie about abortion either. They were also very clear about
ectopic pregnancy and how in that instance the pregnancy would not be viable and I would need to
seek medical help. It was emphasized that I should not make any decisions right away.

10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 She gave me pamphlets and told me they didn't refer out for abortion or discuss it at all. I was
given a pocket bible with testimony from women who regret their abortions in the first four pages.

10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 She came straight out and told us that she/the organization was pro-life, but said she wouldn't lie
to me about options. She said that they did not perform or refer for abortions. She explained the
pill method in brief but correct detail (mentioning the first pill taken at a clinic and the second pill
taken at home, and did mention cramping as a side effect). She also explained D&C with the
vacuum metaphor. When my friend asked whether or not the pill was safe, she said yes, they do it
all the time, though of course there's risk with anything medical. She emphasized that there's
always a slight risk but didn't go into much detail or try to over-hype the risk of either procedure.
She didn't mention late-term abortions.

10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 I'll get breast cancer, life starts at conception and that my baby can already survive in the womb bc 
it has all it needs. My two week old baby already had toes. D and E abortions with the crazy 
watermelon cutter looking thing and the huge vacuum. I'm going to miscarry if I get an abortion. 
And plan b is an abortion pill.

8/22/2017 9:03 PM

6 We did speak of abortion a bit though I had to prompt the staffer to do so. She spoke some about 
they types of abortion, and opened the book (see pictures, it was the same book used at another 
center I recognized as well) to flip through it fairly quickly. She only briefly mentioned Plan B and 
emergency contraception, since I was already theoretically about 7-8 weeks in, and focused on 
medication abortions with more emphasis on the risks of abortion than the procedure itself. She did 
mention that breast cancer was linked to abortion and emphasized the emotional toll/damage 
associated with abortion (including the typical 'I've known so many girls who regret/are depressed/
etc' line). She moved off the topic of abortion pretty quickly.

8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 This woman actually did not go into risks of abortion. She started our brief conversation off by 
saying that they were a Christian, pro-choice organization, and even when I expressed that my 
family and boyfriend would likely want me to get an abortion, all she said was that I would "make 
the right choice."

8/10/2017 10:29 AM
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8 I was told that this may be my only chance to be a mother because abortion ruins future fertility
opportunities. The woman went into a detailed "description" of the procedure, and emphasized
how damaging / painful it was to the baby; said they used a tool to scrape my whole uterus after
ripping the baby out. I was told that abortion greatly increases my risk of partaking in risky
behavior and suicide because women "want to die too" after the procedure. Emphasized that the
harmful emotional effects of abortion would continue with me for life, not just immediately after the
procedure. I was told abortion increases my risk of pregnancy because the hormones need
somewhere to go after the baby is removed.

8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 They would not go into depth about abortion. Kept referring to the fetus as 'baby.' Were very
clearly pushing a pro-life agenda. I was offered a personal anecdote by the woman who was
counseling me.

7/26/2017 12:55 PM

10 All the different risks of abortion, the complications, inability to have kids again, lack of training of
people who perform abortions. My baby is already alive with a heartbeat, we have to check for the
heartbeat to see if it's viable. Told that it's not just my life anymore to think about but two lives.

7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 They had me watch a movie about abortion procedures created by Life Dynamics Inc from Dento,n 
Texas (a militant leader of the pro-life movement, it turns out). This movie talked in seemingly 
clinical terms about the procedures, but seemed to make the procedures seem much scarier. 
Then most of the video was about the risks of abortion, including problems about the cervix tearing 
because of the laminaria sticks not working properly, the scraping of the uterus with a curette (can 
puncture the uterus, and cause sepsis), blood poisoning if the infection gets into your 
bloodstream, LINKED TO breast, colon, and uterine cancer. Talked about pieces of the baby being 
left inside and causing sepsis. Problems with fertility because of uterine scarring, talked about how 
this frequently happens but had absolutely no stats backing it up, didnt even discuss sources. 
ALSO DEFINITELY SAID THAT if you have an ectopic pregnancy and have an abortion you will 
remain pregnant after the abortion because they wont have actually gotten rid of the pregnancy, 
and won't check before they perform your abortion - the side effects of an ectopic pregnancy won't 
be recognized after an abortion and you will die.

7/24/2017 9:37 PM

12 The counselor went into extensive detail regarding the risks of first- and second-trimester
abortions. The risks/ side effects they listed included eating disorders, hemorrhage, death,
depression, infertility... The counselor definitely lingered on the pages on which there were images
of fetuses and details about the risks of abortion. She also read pretty much straight from the book,
and was not able to really answer questions about information that was not presented in the book.
I was told 30% off pregnancies aren't viable, so I shouldn't rush into getting an abortion. The
counselor did go into quite a bit of graphic detail regarding the different types of abortion. I would
say this was actually the part of the conversation in which she was the most "thorough." It certainly
felt manipulative.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM
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13 The visit happened in two stages - the first part, before they even gave me a pregnancy test, was 
a private counseling session (my partner was not allowed in the back with me, I was in there alone 
for this part) which focused overwhelmingly on the risks of abortion. The counselor (definitely not a 
nurse, but a volunteer with 'over ten years experience') flipped through a large booklet with 
information about types of abortion and the risks and consequences. A great deal of emphasis was 
put first on the emotional tax, then she briefly described the risks of abortion procedures - where 
she used the phrase hemorrhage/bleed out/hemorrhage to death at least four times that I 
remember, particularly in reference to surgical abortion but also in reference to the pill. 
Additionally, she said that in Maryland you can have an abortion up until the baby is 'half-out' (I did 
not ask whether she meant half-out of the vagina or half-out in terms of time of the pregnancy, she 
had moved on to making a comment on how she couldn't understand how nurses could do that). 
She also said abortions are linked to breast cancer and in particular can affect fertility in the future, 
and also mentioned that all this information was scientifically researched and accurate. Then she 
spent a long time going over the emotional effects and told me first how she once went to get an 
abortion, then realized God didn't want her to/she couldn't; she briefly mentioned that she actually 
had an abortion prior to this encounter but didn't give a lot of detail on that experience. She did 
discuss ectopic pregnancy and said if they found evidence of this I would immediately be referred 
to the hospital, but she did not mention anything more about prenatal viability. Overall, her focus 
was much more on the risks associated, not with going over the actual types of abortion available, 
and this pre-pregnancy-test lecture lasted at least 20-30 minutes. After it was confirmed I was 
actually pregnant, my friend was allowed to come back into the room and we went to see the 
nurse. She took the time to actually go page by page through the same booklet the first counselor 
was using and discuss abortion. She told us about the morning after pill (and actually said 'I don't 
really know if that even is abortion' which was very unexpected) and called it basically a 'massive 
birth control pill'. She went over the pill form of abortion ('have you ever put down a cat? It's the 
same thing, the pill stops baby's heart') and emphasized that everyone she knew that had ever had 
one ('so many girls crying on this couch afterwards' etc) said they were extremely uncomfortable 
and painful and everyone she's talked to said they would never do it again. She then discussed 
surgical abortions, including late-term abortions, and again went over the risks. The nurse was the 
one to tell us that surgical abortions are very risky due to the potential damage to your cervix from 
the 'forced relaxing' procedure and the threat of miscarriage in the future ('doctors can diagnose 
you with a misfunctioning cervix but only after you've miscarried four or five times' was a 
particularly interesting line during that conversation) and also she lingered on the illustrations of 
forceps pulling a fetus apart and plucking it out of a uterus, complete with illustrated guts. This 
nurse also broke out the infamous little black box of fetus figurines that all look exactly the same 
except increase in size to show you how big the baby is at 7, 8, 9, and 10 weeks, on the tail end of 
this discussion.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 That it would have lifelong effects and likely make me very depressed. They really would not 
discuss abortion with me at all, not even as an option.

7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 I was told that there are different types of abortion, and that it is a risky procedure, and a lot of 
women feel very sad about it after. That's literally it.

7/18/2017 4:45 PM

16 Abortion is very risky, like getting a tooth pulled it is a medical procedure and death is always a
risk. She used a booklet to explain the different types of abortion, and kept it open next to me the
entire time on a page with the large pictures of fetuses at around 6 weeks (where she suspected I
was). She made sure to tell me about abortion reversal, and stressed that if I did the pill abortion I
had to administer it to myself, and would be totally alone throughout the procedure. She also made
sure to tell me that the fetus has a heartbeat at 3 weeks, so to determine viability we should do a
sonogram. She said that 30% of pregnancies are not viable meaning they have no heartbeat, and
will probably end in miscarriage.

7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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Q13 What were you told about pregnancy (risks of continuing a
pregnancy, childbirth, help with childcare and supplies etc.)

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# RESPONSES DATE

1 There was little discussion on the risks of pregnancy itself outside of the risks of ectopic
pregnancy, which were extensively discussed by both the counselor and the nurse. The risks and
symptoms described were accurate, and they gave me an additional rundown of potential
symptoms and what to watch out for following my inconclusive sonogram. There was almost no
discussion of physical risks during a viable pregnancy carried to term, and we didn't discuss
financial or social outcomes of a pregnancy - I said I was in school still, living at home with only a
part-time job, and that I was unsure about how my boyfriend/mom/family would take the
pregnancy, but she still didn't bring up anything about what could happen to me. She did ask if I
had health insurance and who would definitely support me if I decided to have the baby, but it was
a brief part of the discussion.

10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 Ectopic pregnancy was discussed as a really critical issue - the nurse said if there was evidence of
an ectopic pregnancy she would call an ambulance, and there was a whole form I had to actually
sign discussing the importance of confirming the pregnancy was not ectopic. Aside from that
medical issue, the issue of finances came up but were somewhat dismissed by the counselor, with
her chalking up my future finances as an issue my parents would help me with. They also directed
me to their resource center for more information about childcare and supplies, though the focus of
the day was on the sonogram and on how I should approach talking to my family about my
pregnancy.

10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 That it was a gift, people would understand and offered to connect me to religiously affiliated
adoption agencies.

10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 We did not discuss health risks of pregnancy or childbirth and we also did not discuss the details of
childcare, supplies, etc. She mentioned at the end (after I had made several small comments like
'what about school' and 'I only have a cafe job') that I can continue working and stay in school, and
that all the details like that could be worked out, so don't make a decision right away.

10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 I will get whatever I need from the CPC, but only a referral to an adoption place, but I will have lots 
of maternity clothes and can come talk to the staffer once a week

8/22/2017 9:03 PM

6 There was an assumption that I should and would continue the pregnancy, and a lot of the initial
conversation was about how my family/boyfriend would take the news. She briefly discussed
ectopic pregnancies and the risks associated with them.

8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 She said that they offer supplies at the center for women and children. 8/10/2017 10:29 AM

8 I was told that God blessed me with this pregnancy. The woman said she didn't believe in
evolution, and that God created all life.

8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 That it is beautiful and would change my life forever. Additionally, I was told that the state of MD
'loves' to pay for pregnant women to finish their education.

7/26/2017 12:55 PM

10 Nothing about the risks of a pregnancy! Literally told me not to worry about the cost of a pregnancy
or a child (when I told her I had no health insurance) and that they could help me with all of the
necessities like clothes and diapers. When I said I was worried about being able to finish college,
she waved her hand dismissively and said "oh, you'll be able to go back to school" as if my
concerns were completely invalid.

7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 Literally nothing about the risks of pregnancy. All I was told was to not worry about anything
because they can provide everything for us - they have "so much stuff" like bassinets and strollers
and diapers.

7/24/2017 9:37 PM

12 I was not given any information re. risks of continuing a pregnancy. She provided me with
information about statewide assistance for the first two years of a child's life when I asked how I
could support the baby. She mentioned that, even though I did not have a job in the moment, that
was only temporary- I would be able to find a job, and support my baby.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM
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13 There was absolutely no discussion on the medical risks of continuing a pregnancy or childbirth 
and no discussion on how pregnancy itself or childbirth works. There was briefly talk on how the 
CPC collects donations of supplies and how they were a guaranteed free resource. They did 
not offer to financially support me very much beyond a general 'we will do everything we can to 
support you through the pregnancy' offer.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 I was told that they can offer supplies such as food and clothes and potentially fill in 'financial gaps'
to help me get what I need.

7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 Literally nothing. 7/18/2017 4:45 PM

16 Literally nothing. She didnt tell me about any of the risks involved with pregnancy, even though I
told her I had no health insurance, and that my parents would kick me out and I would have to drop
out of college.

7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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Q14 What were you told about adoption (where you should go, different
types of adoption etc.)

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I was told there were a range of options available nowadays and that many people adopt or were
adopted - and that I can choose the family to adopt, and have as much or as little contact as I
desire.

10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 They said adoption was an option and emphasized it was a good potential choice. They explained
the difference between open and closed adoption. The counselor was much more interested in
talking to me about adoption or other issues with carrying to term, but the nurse was more focused
on the sonogram/answering the medical questions (though she was also pushing for carrying to
term). I received some pamphlets about adoption as well.

10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 Discussed open and closed adoptions, but all referrals were for religious agencies. 10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 She heavily recommended looking into adoption and explained open/closed adoption procedures
with prompting. She told me adoption was a common option nowadays and specifically wrote
down the names of Bethany Christian Services and Catholic Charities, though she said she liked
Bethany Christian Services better. She also emphasized that I would be able to make a decision
about the adoption up through and after the birth.

10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 See above 8/22/2017 9:03 PM

6 Adoption was raised as an option and I was told they work with a great group in Maryland to adopt
to, though I wasn't given much information about this except as more of a side note. I think the
assumption was that since I had just learned of my pregnancy the first step was to tell my parents
and boyfriend about it.

8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 Adoption was mentioned, but no details were given. 8/10/2017 10:29 AM

8 Adoption was initially brought up as an option but we didn't discuss it for long. 8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 I was told that I had adoption as an option but was not offered any additional resources on it. 7/26/2017 12:55 PM

10 That they could refer me to some really terrific "companies" who would make sure my baby found
a great home.

7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 Adoption was pushed as the best option, especially after watching the abortion video. 7/24/2017 9:37 PM

12 I was told that adoption was a great way to avoid getting an abortion but also not have to deal with
raising a child myself. We didn't discuss the types of adoption.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM

13 Both before and after my pregnancy test I was informed that adoption was an option and that the 
CPC worked closely with a group further north in Maryland who helped match pregnant women 
with people wishing to adopt. The nurse also mentioned how adoption could be closed or open.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 I was not referred to any adoption agencies. 7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 That it was an option. The end. 7/18/2017 4:45 PM

16 She gave me a pamphlet about adoption and the different types, but didn't really get into specifics. 7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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Q15 Were you offered counseling about birth control options? 
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Q16 What did they tell you about birth control (options you discussed,
their effectiveness, their safety etc.) 

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# RESPONSES DATE

1 She didn't go beyond asking me if I used birth control (usually condoms). 10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 We didn't discuss birth control. 10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 nothing. 10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 We didn't discuss it. 10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 The pill makes my uterus hard and I have thicker periods bc I'm aborting a baby 8/22/2017 9:03 PM

6 They didn't focus on birth control once they asked if I had used condoms (which I said I did). 8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 She asked me if I was on birth control, and I said that I had been on the pill but stopped. She didn't
say anything in response.

8/10/2017 10:29 AM

8 We didn't discuss birth control 8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 n/a 7/26/2017 12:55 PM

10 This lady was so judgmental! I told her we had been using condoms, and she just smiled and 
shook her head and said that the only sure way to not get pregnant is to not have sex, but that
"no one uses abstinence anymore, you don't give us credit for that!" the whole thing was this older 
woman being downright mean to me sometimes about the fact that I had had sex. She also told 
me that she hates all types of birth control because they dont work and "the pill does a lot of funny 
things to you."

7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 Literally nothing. 7/24/2017 9:37 PM

12 We did not really discuss birth control at all, however the counselor did subtly encourage
remaining abstinent with my "boyfriend" were the pregnancy test to come back negative.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM

13 We did not discuss birth control beyond the question of what I used (condoms). The first counselor
I talked to asked if I had considered whether the boy was father material before I had sex with him,
and I said no, and she said that I should and that she makes her daughters think about that, and
that's about as far as we got on birth control.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 They did not discuss birth control 7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 Nothing. 7/18/2017 4:45 PM

16 She said condoms are better than nothing but the only way to not get pregnant was to not have
sex. If I had sex with one person I was having sex with every person they had had sex with in the
past.

7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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0.00% 0

Q17 If you tested pregnant, were you offered prenatal vitamins?
Answered: 7 Skipped: 9
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Q18 Did the staff say anything about an abortion reversal process?
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Q19 What were your interactions with staff like? What was their
demeanor? 

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# DATE

1

RESPONSES

The counselor was nice and sympathetic, but continuously asked questions like 'how did x factor 
about abortion make you feel' and 'what are you considering now' etc. It felt a lot like she was 
either pushing me to overshare my first thoughts on abortion especially, or to denounce it entirely, 
which I refused to do (I just kept saying 'I don't know, it's overwhelming, there's a lot to think 
about). She was also very keen on being almost a religious counselor and pushed me to really talk 
to her about my thoughts, which felt very forced. The nurse was nice as well and reviewed the 
symptoms of ectopic pregnancy when nothing showed up, and prompted me to either come back 
in to do another sonogram or to go to my doctor. There were also exit surveys for both the 
counselor and the nurse.

10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 There were two women who worked with us - one was calm and friendly, and the other (the
sonographer/RN) was friendly but very aggressively cheerful and somewhat unnerving. The nurse
tried to joke around more than I felt comfortable with but it wasn't malicious, just a little callous and
insensitive to someone going through a pregnancy crisis. For example, at one point after the
ultrasound, the nurse offered a transvaginal sonogram and I briefly agreed but did not go through
with it. To describe how the transvaginal sonogram works, the nurse waved the wand around
rather quickly and when I backed out joked 'it's not as soft as a penis' but said I would have to get
used to things being 'down there' now that I was pregnant, which was... not very sensitive.

10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 They were trying to be nice and comforting. Seemed genuinely concerned about me as a "patient".
At one point she prayed for me and gave me a bible. Slightly prying but not overly so.

10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 There was only one woman working with us and possibly in the building. She was friendly and
sympathetic if a little overly cheerful, and more frank about the variety of options than expected.
She offered me her cell phone number ('I don't normally do this') and told me to call back at any
time.

10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 The staffer hugged me and is praying for me. And she told be abstinence is the only way 8/22/2017 9:03 PM

6 They seemed professional, friendly, and concerned, especially at first. The whole office was set up
much more like a doctor's office, and for the first part of the visit the main woman who I spoke to,
Mary, and her trainee/other woman who was new seemed to take my visit with concern. Mary
conducted the visit with a lot of concern but also, at multiple points, became heavily anti-choice
and somewhat judgmental.

8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 This center was staffed by one woman, and she seemed flustered that forms / supplies were not in
order. She wore a badge that said RN, BSN. As I didn't make an appointment, I waited for two
hours to be seen. She was very touchy-feely, touching me a lot, moved to sit closer, etc.

8/10/2017 10:29 AM

8 Only interacted with one staff member. She tried to take on a motherly, caring role-- explained 
how the CPC would be there to help me even if my loved ones wouldn't after I got an abortion.

8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 The staff member that I was talking to was pretty insensitive. Called me a 'trainwreck' after I called
my 'mother' to tell her about my pregnancy. I was crying and she was not offering me too much
emotional support other than reassuring me I could finish school and that my parents would love
me no matter what and that my boyfriend would support me because 'that's his baby too.'

7/26/2017 12:55 PM
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6 While the visit started on friendly terms discussing more how my family/boyfriend would react to 
the situation, the conversation went steadily downhill to become more tense, judgmental, and 
blatantly anti-choice. At the height of this was the staffer's description of how a baby (just like all 
the others, it was always the word baby) 'clings on to its mother' and looks to her for 'protection,' 
casting the outside world (and pro-choice individuals) as something against which to defend. The 
perceived helplessness of the baby seemed to be a key motivator for the staffer in her explanation 
of abortion and how abortion 'rips' the baby away from its mother in an act of betrayal. The staffer 
did not spend a lot of time going over the graphic descriptions of various abortions as shown in the 
booklet, but she did linger on the affects of abortion, and the negative ways in which it supposedly 
affects women. There was, like in other visits, an emphasis on the fact that my life had already 
changed drastically, and there was no going back from here; either I lived with a baby, or I lived 
with the adverse affects of abortion, forever. There were no mentions of the risks of pregnancy. 
Another thing to note: part of my story included having sex outside of wedlock with my older, 
unmarried boyfriend; there was no noticeable judgment from the staffer upon learning of this 
relationship, beyond asking me how he would feel about it and whether we had talked about 
pregnancy before having sex. It should also be noted that they scheduled me for a sonogram the 
following day and gave me a very professional looking appointment card, which (along with the 
long and professional/important looking intake forms, which we did not get a chance to get a copy 
of) helped in the overall illusion that this center was like a doctor's office. I was requested to bring 
my ID with me the next day. The staffer also gave me her personal cell phone number ('I never do 
this, but I want you to have this') which I used to call her back the next day after deliberately 
missing my appointment. As an extra experiment I told her I was canceling my sonogram and had 
discussed my pregnancy with my parents and decided to get an abortion; she was very 
disappointed, and told me she 'really didn't think this is the best option' but to her minor credit she 
did not immediately tell me not to do so. She emphasized that I should think it over and call her if I 
needed anything. Then, over two weeks after the visit (I delayed finishing typing everything up 
from my notes into the survey) she called me one evening, unprompted, and asked if I was alright. 
The call was unexpected but not particularly out of character from what I'd experienced at the 
center: the staffer is very misguided and wrong, and definitely judgmental at points, but also 
appears to genuinely care about the patients, which makes the anti-choice message feel so much 
more insidious.

8/14/2017 4:10 PM

7 I had to sign a "Self-Administered Pregnancy Screening Test Verification Request." It says "The 
(CPC name) is a limited, non-profit medical facility when staffed by licensed medical 
professionals. This client has been informed that only a licensed medical practitioner can 
diagnose pregnancy and confirm the test results." The form says Intention(s) if pregnant and carry 
to term is the only option. When I arrived, there was a 21 year new mother being seen with her ~1 
month old baby. It was really upsetting because this girl was obviously having troubles with 
feeding, sleeping, etc. and this woman didn't seem to offer any good advice. Also I overheard the 
staff member saying "We have a referral program, so if someone else shows up to the center and 
says you referred them, you will get more points /supplies / etc." This is super troubling -- they're 
reaching even more vulnerable girls. She scanned my ID, had me sign a bunch of papers (that 
she kept)

8/10/2017 10:29 AM

8 Once the woman found out that my parents and boyfriend would want me to get an abortion, she
emphasized that it was my decision and I didn't need their help-- even though I told her I was
financially dependent and had no money. When she told me my due date, and I explained that
was 2 weeks before my supposed graduation, she remained confident that I could maintain my
studies and professional goals.

8/4/2017 2:14 PM

9 There were a lot of children in the office-- very cult like. The counselor I spoke to disclosed that one
of the volunteers out there is her 15 year old grandchild that her son had when he was 17. There
was a baby there that had just had heart surgery and the mother had come in (I believe) to gather
resources and supplies for her baby. There were bassinets and porcelain figurines everywhere. A
lot of informational pamphlets and booklets. Overall, a little bit creepy. Was referred to an RN at
the local hospital to check on my pregnancy and make sure that everything was okay.

7/26/2017 12:55 PM

10 Basically a very misleading discussion about abortion and very little discussion about pregnancy at
all. More focused on getting me back there to do the ultrasound.

7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 They were nice but kind of weird. Very pushy about adoption as the loving option, and only told me
negative things about abortion under the guise of "you need to know the risks before you do this."
Very quick counseling, trying to get me to come back for their group things they do with girls?
Baby stuff EVERYWHERE. Playthings set up so everywhere you look you see babies.

7/24/2017 9:37 PM
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10 The first older lady was SO JUDGMENTAL. She kept asking what my boyfriend would think and I
said we hadn't discussed what we would do in this situation, and she was like "Oh, so you two
aren't committed to each other," and "You mean you haven't discussed getting married?" I was 19
in this scenario and just finished my first year of college! The second lady was much more
composed and neutral sounding, except that she kept talking about my "baby" and how this
decision would be with me for the rest of my life. Both assured me that my parents would
understand, but that they, especially my father, would be disappointed in me, but get over it, and
help me raise the baby. They prayed for me and hugged me for way too long. The older lady, once
I got my positive test back, said "Are you feeling like you maybe made a mistake now?" SO
JUDGMENTAL

7/24/2017 9:49 PM

11 They were nice, but one lady was kind of awkward and weird. They hugged me at the end and told
me to come back if I needed help.

7/24/2017 9:37 PM

12 The staff was very kind and helpful. The counselor actually did not press religion too much- she
did mention that I should consider what God would want me to do, to which I responded that was
too large of an idea to even ponder at this moment. But they tried to be really accommodating. The
counselor took a lot of info about "my" sexual history. And again, I want to emphasize that she was
incredibly thorough when it came to discussing abortion, in the sense that she really lingered on
the most graphic details she could present. Whenever I mentioned the possibility of getting an
abortion, she tried to present me with other options regarding parenting and adoption. So there
was always push back, though she was attempting to be subtle with it.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM

13 The two women I primarily spoke to - the counselor and the nurse - were both on the surface very
friendly and sympathetic, though the nurse was much more gentle with her conversation and the
discussion of options. They were spiritual and became more so towards the end of both
discussions; they also gradually became more obviously pro-choice over the course of both
discussions, so that by the end of both conversations it was glaringly obvious that they were in
favor of me carrying the baby to term and at the very least putting it up for adoption. The counselor
said 'well I think the heartbeat starts at 5 days... maybe 7 days, I can't remember' and then when
she gets to the part of the booklet she was flipping through she said it started at 20 days; the nurse
said 21 days. The counselor seemed to rely on this massive colored booklet of information for the
majority of the conversation on risks of abortion. Their reassurances and sympathy to my situation
seemed very sincere and both of them shared personal stories about how when they were
younger they got pregnant, considered an abortion, realized/decided their pregnancy was part of
god's path for them, and now they are very happy thirty years later etc. There was a lot of
emphasis placed on the idea that no matter what I did it would change my life forever and create
ripples in the pond of my life. In terms of personal stories, the nurse was actually more aggressive -
she shared how she actually lost a baby that she didn't want in the first place, and how she was
happy when she found out it was not viable, and then how exactly one year later she became
extremely depressed and then god came to her and told her that if that baby had lived then it
would be one year old and that was the source of her depression. She also shared how her
daughter's husband had told her at one point 'thank you for giving birth to your daughter' which
was the most fake sounding story that they told me. They never, ever said 'fetus' or 'fertilized egg'
or anything other than baby. And finally - I am still in complete awe that the nurse also used the
phrase 'yolk sac' at least twice as she was digging an ultrasound wand into my abdomen. As we
left, the nurse was very eager to give us reading materials and booklets about adoption, what
should I choose to do, etc, and overall she was very friendly and told me to come back at any
point.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 One was older, wearing a cross- pretty insensitive. She was telling me things without really putting
them gently and without regard for my feelings. The second woman was late 40's, appealed more
to my emotions. They were not subtle about promoting a pro-life agenda, going so far as to scoff
when 'my friend' 'told me to get an abortion.'

7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 They were fine. I felt like they didn't know what they were talking about and the whole thing was
very rushed.

7/18/2017 4:45 PM

16 She was friendly and nice but kind of intense and religious. 7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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Q21 Please recall as much about your experience as possible in the
space below. This could include specific things that were said to you,

your feelings during the visit, and things that were not mentioned in the
questions above. Feel free to write as much as possible!

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

# RESPONSES DATE

1 This place felt like a doctor's office again, and had a privacy and medical services consent and
release form. Additionally, there was a 'discharge summary and instructions for the ultrasound
client' form about making sure I came back in 2-3 weeks for an ultrasound. The appointment had
the following progression: I was brought back after signing a privacy statement, then sent to get a
sample for the pregnancy test, then counseled without hearing the results of the test for at least an
hour (the visit lasted almost 2 hours), then the counselor got up to check my test and came back
after ten minutes with an already-prepared packet of informational pamphlets, prenatal vitamins,
and a full bible; then after about 5 minutes of me 'processing' the news I was sent to the
ultrasound. There wasn't any baby stuff or a lot of pamphlets everywhere, it seemed more legit
because of that.

10/17/2017 11:37 AM

2 I was required to fill out a massive amount of paperwork in comparison to other CPCs - not only 
was there an intake form, but what is labeled a "HIPPA" form, except the first paragraph says it's 
not a real HIPAA form but an internally generated one. I also had to sign off on a medical consent 
form, a medical information release, a discharge summary, a summary of ectopic pregnancies, 
and a sheet that removes the CPC's liability if I had brought along a child. It was the most 
paperwork I've had to do and because I did bother to read it all, I knew it was to say that the 
medical advice they give was not substitute for actual gynecology/prenatal care; however, I feel 
the paperwork was also improving the CPC's legitimacy. This is especially true for the discharge 
paper - the nurse (she signed with an RN and had various licenses in the room with the ultrasound 
machine) signed off that I received a preliminary check and wrote to confirm the pregnancy and 
confirm it was not ectopic (presumably I would be taking this form with me to the doctor's). I 
thought it was really interesting that this CPC was, first, actively protecting itself legally, and two, 
actually referring me directly to visit my doctor along with the counseling on how to tell my 
boyfriend/parents/friends, my various options, etc. Overall though I felt like there was more real 
information given here than misinformation, and thought there was a conversational turn towards 
carrying to term and a lot of focus on getting my ultrasound done, it seemed fairly nonjudgmental 
in general about various options.

10/13/2017 2:23 AM

3 When we walked in and signed the medical form, there were strange questions to check off on the
bottom of the form (Ex: "I understand I am entering into a relationship of health with the center and
agree to accept with an open and recieving heart" or something to that effect). They were definitely
Christian affiliated and when discussing abortion said that the center did not refer out for abortion
at all and wouldn't discuss it with me as an option to end a pregnancy. Was very focused on the
adoption agencies and gave me a lot of info with testimony about how bad abortion is: a video, the
bible, and pamphlets. Gave me pink baby booties which felt very guilt trippy-even mentioned "if the
baby is a boy just come back and we can switch the color for blue." She prayed for me for about
five minute before we left.

10/12/2017 11:52 AM

4 This center didn't provide any materials - no pamphlets, books, etc. There were not heavy
religious overtones or even a lot of judgement in regards to not knowing anything about or having
any opinion on abortion, though it was made clear that I should take a lot of time to make a
decision and adoption was the preferred and recommended solution to me not wanting the baby.
There was also no collection of personal information beyond the very basics - I filled out no forms,
showed no ID, only gave my first name and was not asked for my last name, address, or medical
history (beyond whether or not I'd ever been pregnant before).

10/12/2017 1:57 AM

5 Yo this shit was whack!!!! There were like make shift rooms out of curtains and I was in this tiny
ass room and the woman told me condoms don't work and told me I'll feel like a virgin again if I
make a man wait until marriage to have sex. The woman had also had an abortion and called it an
assembly line and that people didn't let her feel a bond with her baby.

8/22/2017 9:03 PM
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12 At the start I was asked to present ID; when I stated I didn't have any, the counselor kept pressing
me, but I was adamant that I had none. The office itself was in a medical building. They had
elevator music playing in the waiting room, everything was very clean, etc. The counselor did have
quite a few Bibles, Bible quotes/ verses, religious magazines, etc around her room.

7/21/2017 7:50 AM

13 First, I want to reiterate that I was absolutely alone for the first part before I took the pregnancy test 
- they would not let Usma come back with me, and I asked twice to try. I was alone with the 
counselor and her intern as we discussed primarily just the risks of abortion - it was so obviously a 
conversation designed to scare and intimidate me away from considering abortion an option, and 
all before we even knew whether I was pregnant! They immediately treated me as if I were six 
weeks along even though I made sure to mention how I had had sex after the end of my last 
period, and only until the nurse gave me the ultrasound did they declare me early. In terms of the 
ultrasound - the nurse offered to give me one at the end of our long 'what are you going to do, let's 
go over abortion risks again, what are you going to do now' conversation, and I agreed, and Usma 
was allowed in to the ultrasound. They projected the image on the wall so it was large and very 
clear to see even from where I was lying down. She obviously had a very hard time seeing 
anything but spent a good amount of time looking, and finally zeroed in on a little round shape and 
promptly declared it 'probably the yolk sac, and baby is attached right underneath it'. She took two 
or three screenshots and said she would send them to an OBGYN down the street for him to 'sign 
off' on them, presumably because she's not a full nurse (something on the wall said 'limited 
sonogram' tech or nurse or something, we couldn't see very well). She said it was difficult to see 
and then asked if I would be game for a transvaginal ultrasound (she had explained there were two 
types before giving me the regular one) which I declined. She also mentioned how Planned 
Parenthood didn't offer ultrasounds ('do you know why not?' she prompted, at which point I said 
something like 'because you'll get attached?' and she nodded sadly). Overall, I did not feel unsafe 
or unwelcome during the visit, but I was also completely confident and definitely not facing a 
pregnancy crisis - anyone with an ounce of vulnerability would have been massively upset by firstly 
the forced separation of any friends or companions for the initial counseling, and secondly by the 
content of that counseling - it was aggressively focused on the risks of doing anything but carrying 
to term, and it was mentioned multiple times how abortions could cause me to bleed to death or 
become infertile forever. Once I finally did have the pregnancy test and the results delivered to me, 
they did give my friend  and I            a few minutes alone and did offer a bit of privacy. Also, at the 
very beginning of the visit, they took my picture - I said I didn't want my picture taken, and they 
assured me it was for my internal file with them and took my picture anyways. I was not asked for 
an ID but it seemed like the picture was not really negotiable. The building itself was pretty isolated 
and looked closed from the outside (all the blinds were closed) but indoors it felt pretty informal 
except for the medical rooms in the back.

7/19/2017 5:26 AM

14 I had a very weird feeling throughout my visit. I felt somewhat uneasy because of the vibes and the
atmosphere. At one point, I asked if they had any literature I could take to read up on all my
options and they denied me that saying that they 'didn't want to overwhelm me.' When they
learned that I had not told my family or the father, they immediately stopped talking about my
options-- urging me to tell them and get their support first. When I expressed that I was unsure of
whether or not I could tell the father, they harped on it and immediately focused the conversation
on that, going so far as to offer to mediate a meeting between the two of us as well as my parents
and me. They were not subtle about not wanting me to get an abortion. They made it very clear
that they think abortion is very bad and that it shouldn't be an option to jump to. As soon as I
brought it up they urged me to take a few days to think about and process everything before
making any rash decisions.

7/19/2017 1:01 AM

15 There was a bible right as you walked in. A lot of their comments were religious, like "God 
sometimes tests us" and that bullshit. The whole appointment took about 10 minutes. She literally 
did the test, talked to me about why abortion is a hard decision to make, and told me that she was 
in the "same position as I am," but chose to have her daughter who is now 27 and it was the best 
decision she made. Didn't give me any practical information, just gave me a folder titled "Options 
Packet" that had some CPC bullshit in it.

7/18/2017 4:45 PM
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16 She took my urine and began counseling me right away. There's no way that pregnancy test took 
45 minutes to complete, but she made sure to talk to me about how awful abortion was right away, 
after asking me if it was something I was considering. Note that she left the big book with fetus 
pictures next to me right away. She was super religious, and kept insisting that she "could tell" that 
I was a strong women and that I would make it through this. There was definitely an anti-abortion 
vibe in all of the materials presented to me, and the way she talked about it. She didn't mention 
anywhere I could get an abortion, or how much it costs, and she didn't tell me anything about 
pregnancy or adoption, or how difficult those options could be, only how difficult an abortion would 
be. When she realized I was considering an abortion, she told me that she had had one when she 
was exactly my age (21 lol ok) and regretted it forever afterwards. And that my parents would love 
me anyway and come around to my decision. Wanted me to make an appointment to come in for 
an ultrasound. Shit about god everywhere. Gave me a HUGE bag full of stuff to read, included a 
Bible published by (national CPC chain) in it and prayed for me before I left.

7/18/2017 4:23 PM
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