
8905 Fairview Road, Suite 401- Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301)565-4154 - www.prochoicemd.org 

 
 

     SB969 Public Health – Access to Emergency Contraception – Student Health Centers and Vending Machines 

Presented to the Hon. Joan Carter-Conway and  

Members of the Senate Education, Health & Environmental Affairs Committee 

March 7, 2018 1:00 p.m. 

 

POSITION: SUPPORT 
 

NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland supports SB969 Public Health – Access to Emergency Contraception – Student 

Health Centers and Vending Machines - sponsored by Sen. Roger Manno, and urges a favorable report by the 

Senate Education, Health & Environmental Affairs and Senate Finance Committees. 
 

Our organization is an advocate for reproductive health, rights, and justice. We work to ensure every 

childbearing individual has the freedom to decide if, when, and how many children to have.  We support 

meaningful and timely access to emergency contraception and believe that with the current federal 

government’s intent to limit funding to family planning services, it is urgent that we resolve barriers to 

accessing available methods of back-up contraception wherever possible. 
 

In fall semester 2015, our organization began meeting with college students regarding concerns and challenges 

they had to receiving sexual and reproductive healthcare on campus.  We have gathered information on what 

types of contraception, if any, these centers provide onsite and/or write prescriptions for (including condoms, 

oral contraceptives, and LARCs), and if they sell or dispense emergency contraception, at what cost and 

during what hours. Though each college group presented unique challenges, all the campuses we have visited 

have cited a common theme: concern about ready access to emergency contraception (EC).  
 

When we began this project, only few of the public colleges and universities with student health centers 

carried EC.  Since students have begun organizing and raising awareness with administrators, more of the 

student health centers are offering EC – but not all of them.  Even for those that do, there are still challenges, 

such as having access to EC available to students only during hours of operation of the center (mostly limited 

to workdays), misinformation by center staff on phone or in –person whether the center stocks EC, or 

requiring appointments with center staff that can delay taking the dosage in the time period most effective in 

preventing pregnancy (and not all centers are adequately staffed and appointments can cost extra money).  

Our organization also conducted a survey of over 400 pharmacies and stores across the state to assess how 

over-the counter EC products, such as Plan B or generic brands, actually are, and found numerous problems 

that may prevent or discourage students seeking EC off-campus.i  Students report that timely access to EC is 

important to them to help better manage their sexual and reproductive lives and want better access.  Knowing 

that some Maryland college campuses are struggling to more effectively address students’ claims of 

inadequate responses to sexual assault incidents, students began asking whether legislative advocacy to 

mandate access to EC would be worthwhile in helping both colleges and students realize their goals.  The 
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American Association of Pediatrics’ Committee on Adolescence believes EC on college campuses can reduce 

the number of unplanned pregnancies.ii  
 

SB969 will provide students at public colleges and universities which provide on campus housing in Maryland 

24/7 access to emergency contraception (EC).  Ensuring access to necessary and timely reproductive healthcare 

is important to students, and SB969 does exactly that. Emergency contraception is more effective the sooner it 

is used and must be used within certain time period (recommended 24 to 72 hours for Plan B, or its generic; up 

to 120 hours for prescription ella). The bill also calls for campuses to offer contraceptive counseling or referrals 

for contraceptive counseling to other qualified healthcare providers, as well as clear and accessible information 

relating to the availability of EC on-campus and off-campus. The bill intentionally is not proscriptive – it 

allows each campus to determine the most feasible and cost effective way to implement the requirement.  For 

example, a campus may choose to install over-the counter vending machinesiii or stock over-the-counter 

brands of EC in campus convenience stores. As of fall 2017, University of Maryland at College Park has begun 

stocking EC at two of its convenience stores, one that is open 24/7. However, because the campus is so large 

and these stores are located away from freshman and sophomore student housing, students are seeking a way 

to install a vending machine located in another 24/7 accessible area. SB969 allows for over-the-counter 

emergency contraception to be sold in vending machines to offer this option to Maryland institutions of higher 

education with on-site student residences. 
 

However, we feel strongly that you should pay attention to the testimony submitted by various college 

students across the state about the reasons why they think EC should be offered 24/7 on their college 

campuses. The instances as to why they sought EC vary as much as the barriers they have endured, or of other 

students they have known, in accessing EC as quickly as possible.  In addition to intentional or unintentional 

challenges that delay timely access, you will see that the cost of purchasing EC is a common concern among 

these students. We have also included as an attachment to this testimony, summaries of our research about the 

barriers on and around some of the college campuses: Bowie State, Frostburg State, Coppin State, Salisbury, 

Morgan State, and Towson Universities, as well as University of Maryland at College Park, Baltimore County, 

and Eastern Shore campuses, and St. Mary’s College of Maryland.   
 

For these reasons and more, NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges as favorable report for SB969.    We 

welcome the opportunity to be a resource in this issue. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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