
8905 Fairview Road, Suite 401- Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301)565-4154 - www.prochoicemd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SB629 Correctional Services – Pregnant Inmates – Medical Care                                 

Presented to the Hon. Bobby Zirkin and Members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

March 7, 2018 1:00pm  

 

POSITION: SUPPORT 

NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee to give a favorable report 

for SB629, Correctional Services – Pregnant Inmates – Medical Care, sponsored by Sen. Delores Kelley and 

Sen. Susan Lee. 

Our organization is an advocate for reproductive health, rights, and justice. We support efforts to increase the 

affordability of basic necessities that women and girls rely upon to manage their reproductive health.  

Incarcerated individuals are among the population of Marylanders we support.  

We recognize the current era of mass incarceration has made countless women living behind bars vulnerable 

to violations of their reproductive freedom. In the reality of our existing male-centered corrections systems, 

women are frequently lacking care and services specific to their sexual and reproductive health through the 

lifespan.  Thanks to the work of the coalition Reproductive Justice Inside (RJI), it has come to our attention that 

women and girls in the care/custody/control of the State of Maryland have experienced unexpected delays, 

barriers, and denial of pregnancy-related medical care.    

SB629 requires all state, local, and private detention and corrections facilities to have written policies regarding 

healthcare services for pregnant inmates. The legislation would leave the authority to determine and develop 

policies up to the state, county, or private facility, but would require that the policies address specific subjects.  

SB629 also requires all state, local, and private detention and corrections facilities to provide these written 

policies to all inmate with positive pregnancy test results. 

Through policy research, organizing, and story-telling, RJI has discovered that a majority of correctional 

facilities do not have written policies for women’s reproductive healthcare. Furthermore, the state prison and 

all but one county jail do not inform inmates of the policies or standard of care for pregnant individuals at 

those facilities.  As a result, most pregnant inmates are kept in the dark about their rights to pregnancy options 

counseling, prenatal lab work, results of testing, abortion care, timely prenatal care, proper miscarriage 

management, patient-centered labor and delivery, postpartum care, the use of restraints, lactation, and child 

placement options. We believe that written policies will lead to a higher standard of care and better risk 

management for the facilities. When incarcerated and detained individuals know their rights, they can 

advocate for themselves, hold institutions responsible for delivering proper healthcare, pushback against 

reproductive coercion, and experience healthy pregnancy outcomes. 

Pregnancy is a medical event in which timely access to care and services is necessary for positive health 

outcomes.  For these reasons, NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges a favorable report for SB629. Thank you 

for your time and consideration. 
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