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HB1650 Maryland Department of Health – Maryland Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Grant Program 

Presented to the Hon. Shane E. Pendergrass and  

Members of the House Health and Government Operations Committee 

March 9, 2018, 1:00 p.m.  
 

POSITION: SUPPORT 

NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges the House Health and Government Operations Committee a favorable 

report for HB1650, Maryland Department of Health – Maryland Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Grant 

Program, sponsored by Del. Sandy Rosenberg.   
 

HB1650 establishes a Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Grant Program in the Maryland Department of Health. 

This grant is to be carefully administered to fund in-state teenage pregnancy prevention programs that use or 

adopt prevention strategies that have been proven effective to reduce rates of unintended pregnancy or 

behavioral risk factors associated with unintended teenage pregnancy, or to fund prevention research into 

innovative strategies for preventing teenage pregnancy, or to fund evaluations of currently funded prevention 

programs and their long-term success. 
 

The teenage pregnancy rate in Maryland was 42 per 1,000 adolescent females aged 15-19 in 2013.i Of these 

pregnancies, 75% were unintended.ii Although teen pregnancy rates in the United States have steadily 

declined over the last two and a half decades, our country still has a teen pregnancy rate that is significantly 

higher than in other western industrialized nations. These higher birth rates are particularly seen amongst 

Latina and Black adolescents, of whom Maryland has a large population. In 2014, Latina teens had the highest 

birth rate (38 births per 1,000 teenage females), followed by Black teens (34.9 births per 1,000 teenage females) 

and White teens (17.3 births per 1,000 teenage females).iii  

 

The lifelong impact of being a teenage mother is significant, with only 40% completing their high school 

education, and fewer than 2% receiving a college degree by the age of 30. Research shows that preventing 

unintended teen pregnancy can reduce poverty, increase young people’s potential lifelong income, improve 

child health and welfare, support responsible fatherhood, and reduce other risk behaviors.iv 
                                                           
i Kost, K., Maddow-Zimet, I., and Arpaia, A, Pregnancies, Births and Abortions Among Adolescents and Young Women in the United States, 2013: National and 

State Trends by Age, Race and Ethnicity, New York: Guttmacher Institute, 2017, http://www.guttmacher.org/report/us-adolescent-pregnancy-trends-2013.  
ii Finer, L.B. and Zolna, M.R., Declines in unintended pregnancy in the United States, 2008-2011, New England Journal of Medicine, 2016, 374(9):843-852, 

http://nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1506575.  
iii Hamilton, B.E., Martin, J.A., Osterman, M.J.K., & Curtin, S.C. (2015), Births: Final Data for 2014, Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics, 

retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr64/nvsr64_12.pdf.   
iv Kirby, D., & Lepore, G. (2007), Sexual risk and protective factors: Factors affecting teen sexual behavior, pregnancy, childbearing and sexually transmitted disease, 

Washington, DC: ETR Associates and The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy, retrieved March 6, 2018. 
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Under the current presidential administration, federal funding is being diverted away from evidence-based 

prevention programs, which have been proven as effective, to fund abstinence-only curriculum. Research 

shows that abstinence-only sex education does not protect teen health nor reduce the number of unintended 

teen pregnancy. Under the grant program that HB1650 would augment, prevention programs that have been 

proven effective will receive state funding to make up for that which it will lose. Research shows that 

comprehensive, age-appropriate sex education that includes the use and efficacy of various contraceptive 

methods prevent unintended pregnancy and STIs, and can help teens make healthy and responsible life 

decisions.v  
 

The Center for Disease Control supports the implementation of evidence-based teen pregnancy prevention 

programs that have been shown to have a positive effect on preventing teen pregnancies, sexually transmitted 

infections, or sexual risk behaviors. Evidence-based teen pregnancy prevention programs have been identified 

by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) TPP Evidence Review, which used a systematic 

process for reviewing evaluation studies against a rigorous standard. Currently, the Evidence Review covers a 

variety of diverse programs, including sexuality education programs, youth development programs, 

abstinence education programs, clinic-based programs, and programs specifically designed for diverse 

populations and settings.   
 

In addition to evidence-based prevention programs, teens need access to youth-friendly contraceptive and 

reproductive health services, as well as support from parents and other trusted adults, who can play an 

important role in helping teens make healthy choices about relationships, sex, and birth control. Efforts at the 

community level that address social and economic factors associated with unintended pregnancy also play a 

critical role in addressing racial/ethnic and geographical disparities observed in teen births in the U.S.vi 
 

Young people are not only capable of making affirmative decisions about their sexual and reproductive health, 

but they deserve proven prevention programs that help them make these informed decisions. As advocates for 

reproductive health, rights, and justice, we at NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urge a favorable report for 

HB1650. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 
                                                           
v ACLU, “Abstinence-only Curricula,” Issues: Reproductive Freedom, retrieved on March 6, 2018, from https://www.aclu.org/issues/reproductive-

freedom/abstinence-only-curricula.  
vi CDC, Reproductive Health, Data and Statistics, retrieved on March 6, 2018, from https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/Data_Stats/index.htm.  
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