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NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland urges a favorable report from the House Appropriations Committee 

for HB1024, State Employee and Retiree Health and Welfare Benefits Program - Contraceptive Drugs 

and Devices and Male Sterilization, sponsored by Delegate Shelly Hettleman. 
 

Our organization is an advocate for reproductive health, right, and justice. We work to ensure every 

individual has the freedom to decide if, when, and how to form their families. In doing so, we support 

access to contraceptives for Marylanders who want to prevent or plan pregnancy. 
 

Approximately 1.2 million unintended pregnancies in the United States are attributed to inconsistent or 

incorrect use of contraception.1 In 2010, roughly 58% of all pregnancies in Maryland were unintended.2 

With the passage of the 2016 Maryland Contraceptive Equity Act, those with health insurance or 

Medicaid now can choose from an expanded variety of contraceptive options without copay, receive 

up to 6 months of contraception in one pharmacy visit, avoid cost sharing for vasectomies, obtain over-

the-counter contraceptive medications approved by the FDA without copay, and access clear cost-

sharing information on formularies. 
 

However, in planning for the law’s January 1, 2018 enactment, it came to the attention of advocates that 

Marylanders with state insurance plans will not be able to access the same benefits as those with other 

types of health insurance coverage.  We feel strongly that this situation needs to be remedied 

immediately.  
 

In sum, equitable access to contraception can enable Marylanders to plan and prevent pregnancy. This 

legislation addresses many of the remaining barriers for individuals in accessing contraception that is 

appropriate for them, benefitting women, men, families, and the communities they live in. For these 

reasons, we urge a favorable report for HB1024.  NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland welcomes the 

opportunity to serve as an ongoing resource on this issue. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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